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EDITORIAL 
N R A Code 


PUBLIC hearing on the proposed 

Code of fair competition for the 
book publishing industry was conducted 
in Washington on May 24 by the Na- 
tional Recovery Administration. The 
Code included the subscription and mail 
order book publishers division (Divi- 
sional code E), and we wish to congratu- 
late these publishers upon their code. Its 
drafters seized the opportunity that the 
establishing of a code under the National 


Recovery Administration offered them 
to give further advertising and authority 
to those standards of business that have 
been recognized as essential by the lead- 
ing publishing firms. We recognize the 
unfailing effort and far-reaching vision 
that wrote into the Code 24 trade prac- 
tice rules, which define clearly and beyond 
dispute abuses that might lead to unfair 
competition. Representing, as we do, 
the largest body of consumers of the 
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products of this business, we are inter- 
ested to see how close is the parallelism 
between the ruling out of unfair compe- 
tition and the protection of the consumer. 
These 24 trade practice rules include all 
the points developed in the Code of prac- 
tice drawn up at the New Haven Con- 
ference of the American Library 
Association, 1931, during the joint meet- 
ing of the Subscription Books Publishers 
Committee of the National Association of 
Book Publishers and this committee. 

The hearing at Washington was re- 
cessed, not adjourned, which may mean 
a later meeting. But no drastic changes 
are anticipated, so we reprint here for 
those readers who have watched with us 
the development of these principles, the 
rules as they have been printed for the 
NRA. 


ArTICLE I[I—Trape Practice RULES 


Rute 1. No Member of the Division 
shall list any name as editor, or contribut- 
ing editor in such manner as to practice 
deception on the public. 

Rute 2. No Member of the Division 
shall use only the last date of copyright 
and/or eliminate any previous copyright 
dates. 

Rute 3. No Member of the Division 
shall designate any edition as “teacher’s 
edition,” “school edition,” “project edi- 
tion,” or use any other edition title unless 
such edition title accurately represents 
a difference in contents from the edition 
of the same book which is most widely 
offered for sale. 

Rute 4. No Member of the Division 
shall use or imitate in his business a com- 
petitor’s exclusive trade name or trade 
names. 


> «6 


Rute 5. No Member of the Division 
shall list in any book or hold out to the 
public either in any form of advertising 
or by representations of salespeople, the 
name of any editor, contributing editor, 
contributor, reviewer, or revisor in such 
manner as to confuse or to deceive the 
buyer as to the extent of the contribution 
to or the responsibility of the editor, con- 
tributing editor, contributor, reviewer, 
or revisor, for any particular article or 
department. 

Rute 6. No Member of the Division 
shall use the signature or the initials of 
a person under an article which is the 
same, or essentially the same, as appeared 
in a previous edition over the signature 
or initials of another. 

Rue 7. No Member of the Division 
shall use advertising or other representa- 
tion which refers inaccurately in any ma- 
terial part to any competitors or their 
publications, prices, values, credit terms, 
policies, or selling methods. 

Rute 8. No Member of the Division 
shall publish advertising (whether 
printed, radio, display, or of any other 
nature), which is misleading or inac- 
curate in any material particular, nor 
shall any member in any way misrepre- 
sent any goods (including but without 
limitation its use, copyright, grade, qual- 
ity, quantity, origin, size, substance, char- 
acter, nature, finish, material, content, or 
preparation) or credit terms, values, pol- 
icies, services, or the nature or form of 
the business conducted. 

Rute 9. No Member of the Division 
shall use destructive advertising, nor 
through the representations of salespeople 
or otherwise, bring to the notice of any 
buyer, or prospective buyer, statements 
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including comparisons of competing book 
publications stated to be based on surveys, 
questionnaires, or other forms of investi- 
gation unless the agencies employed to 
conduct such surveys, questionnaires, or 
investigations are accurately described at 
the same time and in the same place as 
the results of such surveys, questionnaires, 
or investigations, and unless such surveys, 
questionnaires, or investigations were con- 
ducted by impartial agencies not asso- 
ciated in any way with the member ad- 
vertising or making public the results of 
such surveys, questionnaires, or investiga- 
tions. Nothing in this rule shall prevent 
any member from making or having such 
surveys, questionnaires, or investigations 
as he may desire by any agency of his 
choosing, provided that in any advertis- 
ing or other communication to buyers of 
the results of such surveys, questionnaires, 
or investigations the origination thereof 
by the member advertising or otherwise 
communicating to the buyers the results 
of such surveys, questionnaires, or inves- 
tigations shall be clearly set forth and not 
in any way concealed or disguised. 

Rute 10. No Member of the Division 
shall willfully induce or attempt to in- 
duce the breach of existing contracts be- 
tween competitors and their customers, 
or between competitors and their source 
of supply, by any false or deceptive means, 
or interfere with or obstruct the. per- 
formance of any such contractual duties 
or services by any such means, with the 
purpose and effect of hampering, injur- 
ing, or embarrassing competitors in their 
business. 

Rute 11. No Member of the Division 
shall pay any bonus or allow any employee 
or representative to pay any bonus to any 


salesperson or other employee of another 
member for the purpose of inducing such 
salesperson or other employee to leave the 
employ of any member and enter that 
of the member offering or paying such 
bonus. 

Rute 12. No Member of the Division 
shall secure prospective agents by mis- 
leading or dishonest promises or guaran- 
tees, or failure to explain in advance the 
conditions under which the guarantee is 
to be paid, or entice away the agents of 
competitors by such means. 

Rute 13. No Member of the Division 
shall give, permit to be given, or offer to 
give, anything of value for the purpose 
of influencing or rewarding the action of 
any employee, agent, or representative 
of another in relation to the business of 
the employer of such employee, the prin- 
cipal of such agent, or the represented 
party, without the knowledge of such 
employer, principal, or party. This pro- 
vision shall not be construed to prohibit 
free and general distribution of articles 
commonly used for advertising except so 
far as such articles are actually used for 
commercial bribery as hereinabove de- 
fined. 

Rute 14. No Member of the Division 
shall represent books that are bound in 
substitutes for leather as being bound 
in levant, or in any way which tends to 
carry the inference that leather bindings 
are used. 

Rute 15. No Member of the Division 
shall sell simultaneously the same or es- 
sentially the same set of books under 
different titles or under any title that 
misleads as to content, or that tends to 
confuse with some previously published 
work. 
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Rute 16. No Member shall use the 
so-called “raised” contract by marking up 
the price of books, or represent that the 
price asked is below the usual price, or 
that the price soon will be increased, 
when such is not the fact. 

Rute 17. No member of the Division 
shall offer an extension, a revision, or a 
continuation service, where the contract 
made with the purchaser does not state 
precisely what the service is, and no Mem- 
ber of the Division shall fail to furnish 
such service to subscribers as promised 
without additional cost to the subscriber, 
unless such additional cost is stated in the 
contract. 

RuLE 18. No Member of the Division 
shall advertise or represent to purchasers 
or prospective purchasers of any book or 
set of books, that they are only buying 
the supplements or services, or that pur- 
chasers are only buying or paying for 
services to be rendered by a research or 
other bureau, when such is not the fact. 

Rute 19. No Member of the Division 
shall represent that a certain number of 
books have been set aside for advertising 
purposes to be given free, when such is 
not the fact; and no Member of the Di- 
vision shall represent that a certain num- 
ber of selected persons in each community 
have been designated to secure a book or 
set of books or any form of service free, 
when such is not the fact. 

Rute 20. No Member of the Division 
shall offer membership in societies, clubs, 
and other organizations which in fact do 
not exist, in connection with the sale of 
books ; and where a service devoted to the 
answering of inquiries is offered, no 
Member of the Division shall represent 
it as a service offered by some organiza- 


tion separate and apart from the concern 
selling the books, when such organization 
does not exist in fact, and/or actually 
does not render such service ; and no mem- 
ber of the Division shall use the names of 
well known authors, editors, or author- 
ities in connection with such offers where 
such persons do not actually answer or 
supervise the answering of inquiries. 

Rute 21. No Member of the Division 
shall allow any salesperson to represent 
to any buyer, or prospective buyer, that 
the books. offered by such salesperson are 
a specific professional help, published espe- 
cially for teachers, or especially for any 
profession, or that the contents of such 
books deal mainly, or in any major part, 
with the technique or practice of any pro- 
fession as distinguished from the sub- 
ject matter taught, when such is not the 
fact. 

RuLE 22. No Member of the Division 
shall directly or indirectly make contri- 
bution to, or become a member of any 
public or quasi-public organization whose 
functions, or the functions of any sub- 
division thereof, include the purchase or 
the recommendation for purchase of the 
publications of any of the Members of 
the Division. 

Rute 23. No Member of the Division 
shall directly or indirectly pay any com- 
pensation, bonus, or commission, or make 
any gift to any librarian, teacher, school 
official, government official, or officer of 
a Parent Teachers’ Association or to any 
employee of a Library, School, Political 
Subdivision, or Governmental Depart- 
ment, for the purpose of securing, obtain- 
ing, or promoting sales; provided, how- 
ever, that this rule shall not be construed 

(Continued on page 48) 
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Reviews 


American educator encyclopedia; a 
thoroughly modern work designed to 
meet the needs of every age; ed. by 
Ellsworth D. Foster and James Laugh- 
lin Hughes. 10v. 9th extension edi- 
tion. 155 North Clark St., Chicago, 
United Educators, inc., 1932. $50- 
$150. 

The 1929 edition of this work was 
reviewed in the January, 1930, Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin. It was published 
at that time by the Bellows-Durham 
company. The present publisher claims 
a revision but it has not been submitted 
to the Subscription Books Committee for 
evaluation. JWVithout examination the 
Committee, of course, cannot recom- 
mend it. 


The Compendium of American gene- 
alogy; the standard genealogical en- 
cyclopedia of the first families of 
America; ed. by Frederick Adams 
Virkus. 440 South Dearborn St., Chi- 


cago, Ill., Institute of American 
Genealogy. v.5, $17.50. 
V.1, 1924, 1149p., contains, it is 


claimed, over 5000 records and 10,000 
lineages ; v.2, 1926, 628p., 1600 records 
and 5000 lineages; v.3, 1928, 810p., 
2000 records and 6000 lineages; v.4, 
1930, 912p., 2000 records, 8000 lineages ; 
v.5, 1933, 943p., 2000 records, 8000 
lineages. 

When completed, this compendium 
will have become the “genealogical his- 
tory of the American nation.” Each 
volume is complete in itself, and contains, 
in addition to the lineage records, biog- 


raphies of immigrant ancestors, and an 
alphabetical list of names and an index 
to armorial bearings. The volumes are 
illustrated with small portraits and coats 
of arms in black and white. 

Volume 5 adds 8000 lineages to those 
contained in volumes 1-4, making a total 
of 37,000. The combined indexes list 
over 300,000 names of ancestors. Mis- 
takes are inevitable in a work of such 
scope, but this is one of the first reference 
books to be consulted for those beginning 
genealogical research. It furnishes ex- 
cellent leads for those beyond the ama- 
teur stage. The latest volume should 
be consulted first, because it contains cor- 
rections and amendments of lineages in 
earlier volumes. These corrections ap- 
pear in the body of the compendium, not 
in an errata section, and are to be noted 
only by careful comparison with the 
earlier records. A more obvious method 
of correction would be desirable. 

The work is steadily improving, and 
patrons testify that the sum of informa- 
tion in volume five is greater and more 
accurate than in the four volumes pre- 
ceding it. 

Recommended. 


The Handbook of American gene- 
alogy; ed. by Frederick Adams Vir- 
kus. 440 South Dearborn St., Chicago, 
Institute of American Genealogy, v.1, 
1932, v.2, 1934. Institutional mem- 
bership, $10. Handbook free to mem- 
bers; $5 to non-members. 

The Institute of American Genealogy, 
under the directorship of Frederick 
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Adams Virkus, is the national clearing 
house for genealogical information. The 
Handbook of American genealogy is the 
yearly report of the society’s collection 
and correlation of genealogical data. 
Volume two, 462 pages, includes the 
names and addresses of 2,448 people who 
are interested ; also a list of 10,044 gene- 
alogies now in the course of compilation 
with reference by easily understood sym- 
bols to those who are compiling them; a 
geographical register giving the state and 
county in which researchers are located, 
a directory of heraldic artists and pro- 
fessional genealogists; and the date of 
organization and requirements for mem- 
bership in American hereditary patriotic 
societies. Volume one contained a sec- 
tion on Heraldry and one on First steps 
in genealogical research, which have been 
omitted from Volume two. 

No genealogical collection is complete 
without this working tool. Libraries 
having few genealogical books will find 
the Handbook of American genealogy an 
invaluable aid to patrons interested in 
the subject. The Institute of American 
Genealogy operates on the theory that 
someone, somewhere, has the answer to 
every genealogical question, and it ap- 
pears to be making an earnest effort to 
make that information available. 

Recommended. 


Lincoln library of essential informa- 
tion; an up-to-date manual for daily 
reference, for self-instruction, and for 
general culture . . . Thoroughly re- 
vised at each new printing. Lafayette 
Bldg., Buffalo, New York, Frontier 
Press Co., 1924-34. 2174p. $15.50. 


This one-volume handbook was re- 


viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, January, 1930, and has been men- 
tioned many times since in comparing it, 
always favorably, with other small en- 
cyclopedias. Its style, small clear type, 
on thin opaque paper, and the careful 
selection of material, much of it tabulated 
in form, have resulted in the inclusion of 
a great deal more material than we find 
in the average one-volume encyclopedia. 

We include it here in order to com- 
ment upon the 1934 edition and the 
method of revision used by this publisher. 
The arrangement of the handbook in 
twelve sections remains the same, and as 
nearly as possible paging also remains 
unchanged ; that is, the size of the volume 
has not been increased nor the size of any 
one section, but material has been care- 
fully deleted to make room for important 
new developments. The revision is 
thorough and painstaking, bringing in- 
formation up to date to 1932 and 1933. 

It is not necessary here to specify the 
changes, but we are convinced that the 
handbook has been brought adequately 
up to date. This is not in any way an 
annual, so it is not necessary to purchase 
it every year as one does an almanac or 
yearbook. One edition will suffice a li- 
brary for many years but the latest print- 
ing is an adequate presentation of up-to- 
date material. 

Recommended. 


Mythology of all races; ed. by Louis 
Herbert Gray and George Foote 
Moore. 13v. Boston, Archaeolog- 
ical Institute of America and Marshall 
Jones Co., 1916-1932. 

This set was reviewed in the Bulletin, 

January, 1930, and in January, 1932, we 
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referred to a reduced schedule of prices 
to libraries. The special fund which 
made this price possible is exhausted and 
the schedule then quoted is no longer 
in force. Libraries may obtain the set 
at 20% discount from the list price of 
$10 a volume. 

Recommendation to large libraries 
only was on the basis of the cost above. 
Experience has shown, however, that 
there are many uses for this outstanding 
publication in smaller communities also. 
Moreover, it includes so much interest- 
ing material not available elsewhere that 
it is recommended to all libraries that 
can afford the investment it represents. 


Newnes’ pictorial knowledge, see Pic- 
torial knowledge. 


Pictorial knowledge; an educational 
treasury and children’s dictionary .. . 
general editor, H. A. Pollock... 
23 Tavistock St., W.C. 2, London, 
Home Library Book Co. (George 
Newnes, Ltd.) 7 v., paging contin- 
uous. Sold in Canada by J. R. Mona- 
ghan and Co., 413 Granville St., 
Vancouver, for $42. 

Contents: v. 1, Story of the world in 
the days of long ago; Story of animal 
life ; Wonders of plant life. v.2, Romance 
of history; Wonders of the heavens; 
True tales of high adventure. v. 3, Story 
of the world, Great Britain and Ireland, 
Empire on which the sun never sets, 
Some jewels of the Empire’s crown; 
Ancient lands of the desert and sand- 
storm ; Our neighbors and friends in other 
lands. v. 4, Meteorology; Our engineers 
and their work; Heat, light and sound; 
How steam and petrol work for man; 


Fable, myth and legend. v. 5, Treasures 
hidden in the earth’s crust, coal, romance 
of iron and steel, metals; Magnetism and 
electricity ; Famous inventions; Services 
we maintain for the common good ; Great 
industries ; Familiar things and how they 
are made. v. 6, Great painters; Litera- 
ture through the ages—the lives of the 
poets; Great composers; Literature 
through the ages—great books and their 
writers; Wonders of architecture; Great 
thinkers of all nations; Notable women 
in the world’s history. v. 7, Questions and 
answers for the evening hour; Reading, 
writing and arithmetic—a helping hand 
for tiny folk; Value of mind training— 
how it leads us to success; Children’s 
dictionary—unusual and difficult words 
simply explained ; A journey through the 
centuries ; Index. 

This is not an alphabetical encyclo- 
pedia, but a browsing compilation of in- 
formation, much of it written in story 
form. As seen from the contents, the 
volumes do not contain allied subjects, 
nor is all the material on one subject 
gathered into one volume. The material 
is presented in interesting fashion, par- 
ticularly that on industries, such as coal 
mining, and on modern inventions. 
Some of the information is of the “be- 
lieve it or not” variety, but all seems 
authentic. The use of these volumes 
would undoubtedly stimulate an interest 
in science and natural history particularly, 
but also in the other subjects presented. 

It is hard to know just how use could 
be made of the varied and generally inter- 
esting information gathered into the ques- 
tions and answers that fill almost half of 
the last volume. This volume also con- 
tains a dictionary of unusual words, but 
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since one could not know what to expect 
in this dictionary, a child would be dis- 
appointed when he looked for one of the 
many words that are not contained in it, 
and would not think to look for such 
words as husk, patent, process. 

The volumes are well printed on heavy 
coated paper, and attractively bound in 
red cloth lettered in gold. There are one 
or more black and white illustrations to 
nearly every page in addition to many 
full-page black and white and some four 
color plates to each volume. In addi- 
tion every volume contains two or more 
photo-tone supplements. These supple- 
ments are four-page groups of illustra- 
tions resembling the newspaper roto- 
gravure sections. They are attractive 
but not related to the material nearby. 
In addition each volume contains on the 
back end-sheet a folding model. ‘These 
models represent a dog-rose, an oyster, 
an apple, a frog, a bee, an airplane, and in 
the last volume a group picture of British 
wild flowers. These folding charts are 
interesting, revealing in successive layers 
the internal construction of the objects, 
but under ordinary library usage, or any 
but the most careful handling, would 
soon be torn out. 

The index in volume 7 lists illustra- 
tions as well as topical information. 
There are no cross references; for in- 
stance, the jumping bean is listed under 
jumping, not bean; the scarlet pimpernel 
under pimpernel, not scarlet, and we 
can find material under naturalization 
but not under citizenship. References 
are not to volumes but to page numbers, 
which run continuously through all the 
volumes. 

The entire work is British, with the 


bulk of the information drawn from the 
British dominions, and money stated in 
pounds. 

In spite of the wealth of excellent ma- 
terial, the set is not suited to reference 
use, because of its unsystematic arrange- 
ment, and its inadequate index. At $6a 
volume we do not recommend it for 
reading, although children will enjoy it 
where it can be afforded. 


Practical business administration: a 
reading course and general reference 
work on sales, advertising, finance, 


organization, production, practical 
and higher accountancy, business cor- 
respondence, banking, employment 
management, purchasing, auditing, 


cost accounting, income taxes, credits 

and collections, and commercial law, 

prepared by a staff of accountants, 
auditors, management engineers, and 
specialists in business methods and ad- 

ministration; over fifteen hundred il- 

lustrations, diagrams, and charts. 12v., 

together with a loose-leaf binder con- 
taining the “University cooperative 
system of training in practical business 
administration.” Drexel Ave. at 58th 

St., Chicago, American Technical So- 

ciety, 1932. $29.80; price to libra- 

ries, $22.35.* 

As with similar sets of this publisher, 
the work consists of a series of individual 
textbooks written for home study. The 

* A review of the 1932 edition of this work was 
prepared for the Bulletin but not printed. When 
the 1933 edition appeared the review copy of the 
1932 set_had been already returned to the _pub- 
lisher. Direct comparison with the 1932 edition 
was therefore impossible, but the set was com- 
pared with the Business management series, as 
the earlier one had been, and the statements in the 
review were carefully checked. Though the new 
set incorporates some changes, which are credited 


below, these did not seem sufficient to alter the 
reviewer’s conclusion. 
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treatment is descriptive and practical, 
and the style is simple. (See Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin 3:33-34, 35-36, 
July, 1932.) 

Individual texts have their own in- 
dexes, but there is no index to the work 
as a whole nor any general table of con- 
tents. The set is therefore better adapted 
for general reading and study than for 
reference purposes. 

Earlier editions were not available to 
the reviewer but comparison with other 
works by this publisher brought out the 
following facts: 

Volumes | and 2. Sales and advertis- 
ing, by C. A. Gauss and L. I. Wightman. 
These were published under the same 
title in the Business management series, 
1922. A few plates have been altered. 

Volumes 3 and 4. Production manage- 
ment, by A. M. Simon. These are 
identical with a work of the same author 
and title in the Business management 
series, 1922. 

Volumes 5 and 6. Theory and prac- 
tice of accounting, by Spurgeon Bell; 
Managerial accounting, by H. W. 
Quaintance. These correspond to the 
same titles by the same authors in the 
old Business management series, most of 
the material being identical. ‘The 12- 
page chapter on Liquidating a partner- 
ship has been revised; the 108-page 
section on Managerial accounting has 
been revised to the extent of 44 pages; 
and there are some very minor changes. 

Volumes 7 and 8. Financial manage- 
ment, by J. O. McKinsey. A _ two- 
volume work of the same title and author 
was published in the Business manage- 
ment series. The earlier work could not 
be examined, but other coincidences 


noted suggest that the present and the 
1922 volumes are probably the same. 
Volume 9. The section on Office 
equipment, by W. J. Graham, 120 pages, 
is identical with the section on the same 
subject in Cost accounting and office 
equipment by the same author, 1929. 
Volume 10. The sections on Employ- 
ment management and personnel, by 
A. H. Young and others, suggest by their 
characteristic typography that they are 
reprints from the Business management 
series. The balance of the volume, 
Purchasing and stores, by J. B. Griffith 
and W. J. Graham, and Credits, by J. B. 
Griffith, are in the publisher’s usual 
style of printing. The worn appearance 
of the type of the second portion also 
suggests a reprint of an earlier work. 


Volume 11. The section on Cost ac- 
counting, by W. J. Graham, is identical 
with a section on the same subject in the 
author’s Cost accounting and office 
equipment, 1929. The section on Aud- 
iting, by R. H. Montgomery, is identical 
for 185 out of 231 pages with Auditing, 
by Montgomery and Graham, published 
separately in 1929. 

Volume 12. Commercial law, by J. A. 
Chamberlain. This is revised and en- 
larged from the author’s Commercial 
law first published in 1910. The ap- 
pearance of the letterpress suggests an 
earlier date than 1933 for the present 
volume. The name of the reviser is not 
given. 

The bulky loose-leaf “University co- 
operative system of training in practical 
business administration’”’ is a collection of 
lesson sheets with questions to aid the 
home student in using the texts. 

No statement that material has been 
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reprinted nor note of the extent of any 
revisions or additions is discoverable. 
Even the copyright dates are misleading 
since the earliest year given is 1927 and 
the old Business management series, 
forming two-thirds of the present set, 
came out in 1922. It is all too possible 
for the layman or for the librarian of a 
small library to purchase the set under 
the impression that he is getting up-to- 
the-minute business information. One 
must regret that the publishers could not 
see their way clear to including a state- 
ment of the derivation of their material. 

Practical business administration is at- 
tractively bound in stamped, dark red 
semi-flexible fabrikoid and is printed 
clearly on good paper. Lost or dam- 
aged volumes may be replaced by libraries 
at a cost of $2.48 per volume, less 25 %— 
a privilege which librarians will appre- 
ciate. 

Although the set includes useful ma- 
terial, and is well-adapted to the home 
student, the facts that at least two-thirds 
of it date from 1922, and that at least a 
large part of the remaining third is 
not new and is available in other form, 
make it a questionable purchase even at 
the publisher’s special price to libraries. 

Not recommended. 


Real America in romance; ed. by Ed- 
win Markham. Art edition. 15v. 
illus. New York, William H. Wise 
and Co., 1912, 1914 (c1909, 1910, 
1911, by Funk & Wagnalls Co.) 
$94.50. 70% discount offered gen- 
erally so that price is $29.50. Cash, 
$28. 

The volume titles are as follows: v. 1, 

Beyond sunset seas—the age of discovery, 


1435-1506; v. 2, The golden quest— 
the age of conquest, 1506-1547; v. 3, 
Swords of flame—the age of animosity, 
1547-1570; v. 4, Princess and cavalier— 
the age of colonization, 1570-1620; v. 
5, On savage shores—the age of con- 
solidation, 1620-1643; v. 6, The red 
frontier—the age of aspiration, 1643- 
1680; v. 7, Dueling for empire—the age 
of rivalry, 1680-1700; v. 8, A rescued 
destiny—the age of British triumph, 
1700-1763 ; v. 9, The stars and stripes— 
the age of independence, 1763-1783; v. 
10, Valor and victory—the age of vindi- 
cation, 1783-1824; v. 11, The great 
Republic—the age of aggression, 1824— 
1854; v. 12, Brothers forever—the age 
of union, 1854-1868; v. 13, The eagle’s 
wings—the age of expansion, 1868-1910. 
We are informed also that Mr. Mark- 
ham edited two additional volumes cov- 
ering the World War and down to and 
including Lindbergh’s flight to Paris. 
The committee has not seen these two 
volumes. 

A history of the United States written 
as (presumably) fifteen complete stories 
or romances, each one covering a genera- 
tion. The editor’s belief, as stated in his 
preface, is that “Four fifths of the books 
of our public libraries are fiction, and 
practically the only call is for novels and 
romances. If one reads at all today, he 
nearly always reads fiction.” ‘Therefore, 
to encourage the reading and remember- 
ing of history, the tale of each generation 
has here been rounded “into a dramatic 
whole,” while several fictional characters 
have been introduced side by side with 
the historical ones to lend color and ro- 
mance. At least one imaginary love af- 
fair occurs in each volume. 
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The style is somewhat stilted and senti- 
mental, but the stories might attract 
unaccustomed readers, or boys and girls 
of intermediate age or younger. The 
dull color, however, of the fabrikoid and 
crash binding and the weight of the heavy 
coated paper would repel such readers. 

As for the history, the facts given 
agree with the standard works in the 
main, but too much emphasis is laid on 
fighting and adventure. The historical 
characters have been highly convention- 
alized. Much that relates to the coun- 
try’s development that is not sensational 
has been left out. No authorities what- 
ever are cited. The index is supposed to 
separate the sheep from the goats by list- 
ing only historical persons and events. 
The illustrations are many and of the 
stereotyped sort. 

The quality of the work is best shown 
by the fact that no writer’s name is given 
for any of the volumes. The editor 
neither claims nor disclaims responsibility 
for the writing. His theory that an 
admixture of fiction is necessary to lend 
color and romance to history is of course 
highly questionable. There is little 
doubt, however, that such a mixture as 
this is bound to result in more confusion 
in the reader’s mind than a straight- 
forward history or an honest historical 
novel. This would be especially so in the 
case of boys and girls for whom the work 
seems best suited. It is not recommended. 


Richards cyclopedia; ed. by Ernest 
Hunter Wright and Mary Heritage 
Wright; James Albert Richards, man- 
aging editor and director of art. 24 v. 
in 12. Ist ed. New York, J. A. 
Richards, inc., c1933. $29.90. 


The publishers recommend this set as 
“an encyclopedia for children, teachers 
and parents” and emphasize among its 
virtues topical arrangement of material 
and readability of articles. It is planned, 
according to the prospectus, as ‘“‘a useful 
reference work for the home, school, and 
the public library” and as “fascinating 
reading for every member of the family.” 

The board of editors includes eminent 
scholars and recognized authorities in 
special fields; for example, David Saville 
Muzzey is responsible for American his- 
tory and Deems Taylor for music. The 
editor-in-chief is professor of English at 
Columbia university. 

The set is distinctly juvenile in ap- 
proach to subject matter, style of pres- 
entation, and omission of subjects of pe- 
culiar interest to the mature mind. It 
seems best suited for children of the 
fourth and fifth grades and junior high 
schools. 

The preface explains the chosen ar- 
rangement in this fashion: “In each of 
the large fields of knowledge we are of- 
fering a continuous series of stories, writ- 
ten like the chapters of a book, and com- 
monly included in a single one of our 
volumes. Each story in a series is com- 
plete in itself, and may be read all alone; 
but each will also point forward to the 
next story in the same series, to open a 
few pages later.” 

In other words, material is grouped 
under broad subject headings, and within 
each volume these large topics are broken 
into small sections. Publishers claim that 
this presentation is more conducive to 
voluntary reading than the familar A B C 
form of entry and that the index links re- 
lated information. This is the form em- 
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ployed in the Book of knowledge, except 
that in the latter the same departments 
or “books” are divided throughout the 
whole set, while Richards has many 
topics complete in one volume. 

Library and school experience indi- 
cates that this arrangement is an awkward 
one, that it slows up reference work and 
that children themselves object to the 
separation of information into ‘“‘chapters” 
connected by such notes as “Continued 
on page 51.” 

No definite plan of grouping topics 
could be discerned ; for example, the fine 
arts are scattered through several vol- 
umes. A typical “Contents” includes 
the History of art, English literary 
biographies, Engineering, Plant prob- 
lems, History, Amusements and Miscel- 
laneous. 

The arrangement is more than topical ; 
it is “Split-topical” with a few pages on 
music, a page of riddles, a discussion of 
events of the Middle ages, then back to 
music. This is explained as follows: “A 
child will find it possible to read on with- 
out too great strain upon the attention.” 
The fact that children daily read books 
on one subject indicates that they do not 
need a few pages of geology, a page of 
puzzles or tricks interspersed through 
their history pages. 

Reference work, the quick location of 
definite information, is a legitimate and 
expected use of an encyclopedia. This is 
often blocked by the bothersome ar- 
rangement; even the Richards company 
asserts that “Children turn to other en- 
cyclopedias only when they are compelled 
to find the answer to a specific problem.” 
School work and ordinary curiosity often 
demand the answer to a specific problem, 


and if children must turn to other books 
for this, part of the usefulness of the set 
is spent. 

Useful subject matter is included, much 
of it in line with the demands of a modern 
school curriculum. In classes tested, the 
contents met with the teachers’ approval. 
A fourth grade satisfactorily followed 
ancient history from the times of the 
Egyptians through the history of Rome; 
a fifth-grade nature club put to good use 
material on reptiles; and a sixth grade 
found the survey of communication and 
transportation complete. 

The articles on painting, music and 
astronomy were checked and found ac- 
curate as well as clear and very interest- 
ing. Any work that can make the 
nebular hypothesis and Sir James Jeans’ 
tidal theory of interest to children de- 
serves credit, especially when the style 
is straightforward enough to hold the 
attention of grown people also. In fact, 
the editors may be allowed their claim 
that readability is a strong point through- 
out the articles, though one is sometimes 
troubled by wordiness when seeking defi- 
nite facts. 

In a running story of history, it is per- 
haps difficult to single out states and cities 
for special discussion, yet children in 
school must know the history and de- 
velopment of their state, and often of 
their city. Information on Texas, as an 
example, is meager and scattered, and no 
facts are given on modern Texas, its 
politics, its resources, etc. The map of 
Texas listed in the index proved to be a 
map of the United States instead of an 
enlarged map of the state. 

In fact, geographically the whole set 
is weak, in spite of some good maps. 
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Towns and cities for the most part are 
mentioned only for their historical as- 
sociations or for their connection with 
some topical article. Under New York 
City, for instance, the index refers to 
17 different volumes, while Baltimore, 
Houston and Seattle are not mentioned. 

In the index, a whole page is given over 
to the listing of maps included in the 
cyclopedia, but in actual use there seems 
to be a scarcity of them. Some of the 
black and white maps are Rand, Mc- 
Nally’s and a few full-page maps are 
marked L. L. Poate Eng. Co., N. Y. 

New Orleans, largest city of the 
South, is not given the space one 
would expect. Scanty information is 
found on the great cities of Europe, such 
as Amsterdam, Leningrad and Edin- 
burgh, particularly from the present-day 
standpoint. There is no indication that 
the spelling of Bagdad has been changed. 
Famous rivers receive haphazard treat- 
ment. Where is information on the 
Seine, the Volga? 

No population figures were found. 

Checking under vitamins, there was 
found slight information in three vol- 
umes under bones, teeth, cheese and citrus 
fruit but no full explanations of vita- 
mins A, B, C, D and E. Compare this 
with the complete treatment in the 
World book. 

Occasional inaccuracies were noted, as 
in volume 14, page 3,556, it is stated that 
150 Texans were killed in the battle of 
the Alamo, and in volume 22, page 5,688, 
166 is given as the number. The Texan 
battle cry at San Jacinto has been 
abridged to “Remember the Alamo.” 

It is a moot question whether retold 
stories, recipes for candy, riddles and 


tricks have a legitimate place in an en- 
cyclopedia. Teachers complain that such 
devices divert a child’s attention from 
serious reading. 

This cyclopedia contains modern names 
and movements, such as Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the NRA, Hitler and the 
Nazis. Einstein, Lindbergh, Byrd and 
others of the living great are included. 
There are a few notable omissions, such 
as Alfred Noyes in literature and John 
Garner in politics. As this cyclopedia was 
planned for children, one wishes that 
more authors of juvenile books, living 
and dead, were included. We found 
no mention of Hugh Lofting or Howard 
Pyle. 

Pronunciation is given for unusual 
words and a key to pronunciation is at 
the front of each volume. 

Many photographs, reproductions of 
paintings and pieces of sculpture and 
original drawings for this set add to the 
value. The general style of illustrations 
is “catchy,” with incidents, figures and 
scenes that attract a child’s interest and 
wonder. The source of photographs is 
given, but often the original maker of the 
picture is ignored. The pictures checked 
were adjacent to related subject matter. 

Location of the index in volume 23-24 
with informational material is awkward 
as use of this volume for one purpose 
prohibits it for the other. The index 
was prepared by Eugenia Wallace and 
Irma Faith, referred to as experienced li- 
brarians. Minor omissions were discov- 
ered ; for instance, reference to the Alamo 
Mission in volume 14 is not indicated in 
the index. 

The Bibliography was prepared by 
Isabel Stevenson Munro, assistant editor 
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of the Standard catalog for high school 
libraries, and is a worthy and useful list 
of books, supplementing subjects in the 
cyclopedia. Full trade items and grade 
levels are given. Strangely enough, while 
the cyclopedia is planned for younger 
children, many titles in this bibliography 
are for older ones. 

The books are well made with strong 
binding and sewing to withstand grueling 
The covers are of dark fabri- 
koid embossed with an attractive cover 
design. Stronger end-papers would have 
afforded greater protection to the interior 
of the volumes; the end-paper designs 
are pale and without distinction, contain- 
ing a jumble of characters from history, 
literature, fairy tales, etc. The backs of 
the books are clearly marked with title, 
volume numbers and inclusive pagina- 
tion. The edges are sprayed on three 
sides. The text paper is of enameled 
stock, and the print is clear. 

The pictures include a few colored 
plates in each volume and many black and 
white insets. For the most part, these 
insets are 150 line point drawings. 
There is occasional smudginess and lack 
of clarity in the pictures. 

This set will be useful to supplement 
the World book or Compton’s. It should 
be placed in the child’s own hands and 
is therefore best adapted to circulation 
or home ownership. Children having no 
other encyclopedia will enjoy it but we 
do not recommend it for first purchase. 


service. 


World’s great pictures; fully il- 
lustrated, with descriptive notes of the 
chief masterpieces of painting in the 
public and private collections of Eu- 
rope. lv. 4to. 354 Fourth Ave., New 


York, and London, Funk and Wag- 

nalls Co.[1910?] 392p. $7.50. 

This survey of paintings to be seen in 
European galleries embraces the period 
from the fourteenth century to the middle 
of the nineteenth, ending with Turner. 
It is copiously illustrated. The thirteen 
color plates are poor, but there are over 
400 black and white illustrations, one or 
more on every page of text, and while 
uneven in quality they serve their pur- 
pose fairly satisfactorily. 

The book takes up the leading schools 
of painting in the order named: Painters 
of the Netherlands, the Italian School, 
the French School, the Spanish School, 
the German School, and the British 
School. <A chronological list of artists 
named in the work is a helpful feature 
and an alphabetical index guides to each 
mention of an artist. 

Descriptive material included for 
each picture is for the most part of the ob- 
vious sort, although in the case of the re- 
ligious and allegorical paintings it is help- 
ful to know the identity of the personages 
pictured. 

Of the one hundred and fifty artists 
included some might well have been 
omitted or cut down in space for the 
inclusion of more important ones. Giotto 
receives the barest mention and not a 
single work of his is included in the il- 
lustrations. El Greco receives brief, 
almost slighting, treatment. The rev- 
olutionary Delacroix and Gericault, 
contemporary with Turner, are omitted. 
For school use there is not enough of the 
history of art, technique or critical ap- 
preciation to make the book useful for art 
teachers. The short descriptive notes on 
every painting supply satisfactory answers 
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to many of the superficial questions that 
come to libraries. Large collections con- 
tain better prints of these paintings, and 
sounder critical and historical material. 
The book would doubtless be of use in 
the small library which did not have 
much material on artists and art galleries. 
Because of the large number of illustra- 
tions and the very reasonable price, the 
book is recommended where needed. 


The World’s greatest books; joint edi- 
tors, Arthur Mee, J. A. Hammerton, 
and §. S. McClure. 120 East 16th 
St., New York, McKinlay, Stone and 
Mackenzie, c1910. 20v. cloth $17, 
artcraft $24. 

Contents: v. 1-8, Fiction; v. 9-10, 
Lives and letters; v. 11, Medieval his- 
tory; v. 12, Modern history; v. 13, Re- 
ligion and philosophy; v. 14, Philosophy 
and economics; v. 15, Science; v. 16-18, 
Poetry and drama; v. 19, Travel and 
adventure; v. 20, Miscellaneous litera- 
ture and Index. 

This set was originally published in 
1910 by the S. S. McClure Company. 
The editors were then listed as Lord 
Northcliffe (Alfred Harmsworth), and 
S. S. McClure. The imprint and the 
names of the editors on the title page are 
the only change noted in the present set. 
We find no evidence of any revision by 
the present editors. In makeup and ap- 
pearance this edition is uninteresting, 
printed on cheap paper, with one portrait 
frontispiece to each book, and bound in 
blue-green cloth lettered in gold. 

This publication is made up largely of 
epitomes of standard and classic works 
from authors one finds in such other 
anthologies as Warner’s Library of the 


world’s best literature; the Ridpath li- 
brary of universal literature; Garnett’s 
Universal anthology; The Crowned 
masterpieces of literature; Author’s di- 
gest; and the Best of the world’s classics. 
The epitomes, particularly those of fiction 
and drama, become a problem in li- 
braries. Sense and sensibility reduced to 
thirteen pages, Hamlet condensed into 
ten pages of prose, seem like a royal road 
to knowledge to students who must make 
book reports, and librarians hesitate to 
lead them to this broad and easy way. 
There is, however, a use for such a com- 
pilation and a type of adult patron who 
likes it. 

There is no statement as to what 
translations have been used. Short foot- 
notes, less than half a page in length, 
preceding each selection, give something 
of the author’s life and an estimate of 
his work. These estimates are in no way 
equal to the ones in Warner’s Library of 
the world’s best literature. A thirteen- 
page index in volume 20 lists the authors 
and titles included in the compilation. 

When placed upon library open shelves 
these volumes have been used both for the 
answering of hurried reference questions, 
and for reading. Judging by the good-as- 
new sets which have been presented to 
libraries at house-cleaning time, we con- 
clude that such sets in homes are apt to 
stay upon bookshelves unread. 

Not recommended. 


The World’s story: a history of the 
world in story, song and art; ed. by 
Eva March Tappan. Boston, Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co., c1914, c1918. 15v. 
School ed., $39.50; special price, $16. 


This is a series of selections from prose 
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literature, poetry and historical paintings, 
giving a history of the world from the 
earliest times to the World War. The 
selections are arranged in chronological 
order under large geographical divisions. 
A series of historical notes and editorial 
introductions draws the material to- 


gether. There are some 1100 selec- 
tions. The contents are as follows: 
Vol. 1, China, Japan and the islands of 
the Pacific; Vol. 2, India, Persia, Meso- 
potamia and Palestine; Vol. 3, Egypt, 
Africa and Arabia; Vol. 4, Greece and 
Rome; Vol. 5, Italy, France, Spain and 
Portugal; Vol. 6, Russia, Austria- 
Hungary, the Balkan States and Turkey ; 
Vol. 7, Germany, the Netherlands and 
Switzerland; Vol. 8, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Iceland, Greenland and the 
search for the Poles; Vol. 9, England; 
Vol. 10, England, Scotland, Ireland and 
Wales; Vol. 11, Canada, South America, 
Central America, Mexico and the West 
Indies; Vol. 12-13, United States; Vol. 
14, Outline of universal history by Carl 
Ploetz; Vol. 15, World War, edited by 
Horatio W. Dresser. 

A table of contents in each volume 
indicates the sources from which the selec- 
tions have been made, and Vol. 14, Out- 
line of universal history, by Carl Ploetz, 
has its own index. There is an index 
of titles and illustrations in the first 13 
volumes, at the end of Vol. 13. 

The selections are well chosen for 
readability and interest. They can be 
used for work with intermediates and 
adults of slight reading experience. The 
volumes are attractive and are printed in 
large type on good paper. Each contains 
about a dozen illustrations, reproductions 
in brown and white and black and white 


of well known historical paintings. If 
left upon open shelves the books will be 
frequently used by casual readers. Sets 
in public libraries show great wear. The 
school edition, 15 volumes, formerly 
priced at $39.50, is now being offered by 
Houghton Mifflin Company for $16. 
This edition has not been examined. 
Recommended. 


(Continued from page 36) 
to mean that any member of the Division 
shall be prevented by it from employing 
the classes of persons mentioned in this 
rule when they are not at the same time 
employed by the institutions described in 
this rule. 

Rute 24. Members of the Division 
who may, at any time, offer for sale, any 
trade books as defined in Section 3 of 
Article I of this Code, shall be bound as 
to the sale of such trade books by the 
provisions, other than administrative pro- 
visions, of the Code for Retail Book- 
sellers as approved April 13, 1934; pro- 
vided, however, that this Rule shall bind 
the Members of the Division only within 
the limits of the definition of trade books 
as contained in Section 3 of Articie I. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 

view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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